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The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union notes with satisfaction that the decisions of the
historic 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union met with the complete approval and warm support of
our whole Party, of the entire Soviet people, the fraternal com-
munist and workers’ parties, the working people of the great
community of socialist countries, and millions of people in capi-
talist and colonial countries. This is understandable, since the
20th Congress of the Party, marking a new stage in the creative
development of Marxism-Leninism, gave a profound analysis
of the present situation at home and abroad, armed the Com-
munist Party and the entire Soviet people with a magnificent
plan of further struggle for building Communism, opened up
new perspectives for joint activity by all working-class parties for
averting the threat of a new war, for the interests of the work-
ing people.

Working to carry out the decisions of the 20th Congress of
the C.P.S.U. the Soviet people under the leadership of the
Communist Party are achieving fresh outstanding successes in
all spheres of the political, economic, and cultural life of the
country. The Soviet people have rallied still closer around the
Communist Party and are displaying a high degree of creative
activity in working to fulfill the tasks set by the 20th Congress.

At the same time the period that has elapsed since the Con-
gress has shown the great vital force its Cecisions have for the
international communist and labour movement, for the struggle
of all progressive forces for strengthening world peace. The
important theoretical concepts of a principled nature advanced
by the Congress on the peaceful coexistence of states with
different social systems, on the possibility of preventing war in
the present epoch, and on the diversity of forms of the transition
of countries to Socialism, are having a beneficial influence upon
the international situation and are facilitating the relaxation of
tension, the strengthening of unity of action of all forces fighting
for peace and democracy, and are further consolidating the
positions of the world system of Socialism.
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While the historic decisions of the 20th Congress of the
C.P.S.U. have evoked great enthusiasm and a fresh upsurge of
creative initiative and revolutionary energy among the ‘\:U\'ict
people, among the working people of the People’s Democracies
and throughout the world, in the camp of the enemies of the
working class they have engendered alarm and animosity. The
reactionary circles of the U.S.A. and certain other (‘.Jlliil:lli.\t
powers are clearly disquieted at the great programme of struggle
for the consolidation of peace outlined by the 20th Congress of
the C.P.S.U. Their disquiet is mounting as this programme is
being carried out actively and consistently.

Why are the enemies of Communism and Socialism con-
centrating their fire on the shortcomings pointed out by the
Central Committee of our Party at the 20th Congress of tlu"
C.P.S.U.? They are doing this to divert the attention of the
working class and its parties from the main questions which were
advanced at the 20th Congress of the Partv and which pave
the way for fresh successes in the cause of peace, Socialism and
working-class unity.

The dt;cisifms of ‘the 20th Congress of the Partv, and the
h(m}e and foreign policy of the Soviet Government. have sown
contusion among imperialist circles in the U.S.A. and other states

The U.S.S.R.’s courageous and consistent foreign policy of
ensuring peace and co-operation among states, regardless of their
social system, meets with the support of the broad masses in all
countries of the world; it extends the front of peaceful states
and gives rise to a profound crisis in the “cold war” policy, the
policy of forming military blocs, the policy of the arms race. It
is not fortuitous that the greatest hue and crv about the slru;"v'lc
against the cult of the individual in the U.S.S.R. was I'I.li\'(‘(i\‘\'.)\'
imperialist circles in the U.S.A. The existence of negative aspects
a:ssoua;]ed withl ;he cult of the individual was to 1hchi ; :ul\':lﬁlmqé
since they could use these facts i g ainst Socialisny,
Now that our Party is cuura«f:ntylu\']]\!]«)t'];ercj:;pt (’l.'\'ﬂlaﬂft ‘\'()Udhsmj

_ : ¥ 1s courageously ing the consequences
of the cult of the individual, the imperialists regard this as a
factor accelerating the.a.d\'ancs: of our country to Communism,
and weakening the positions of capitalism.

In an endegmur to weaken the great force of attraction of
_the decisions of the 20th Congress of the C.P.S.U and their
mﬂue]jce upon the broad masses, the ideologists of ca];imlism are
resorting to all sorts of tricks and machinations to f]i\'ért ;.]1(:
attention of the working people from the progressive
ideas placed before mankind by the sucialiﬂﬂr&f’ld
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A big anti-Soviet slander campaign has been launched recent-
ly in the bourgeois press and reactionary circles are trying to
utilize, as a pretext for this campaign, certain facts connected
with the cult of J. V. Stalin which has been condemned by the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The organizers of this
campaign are doing everything they can to obscure the situation,
to conceal the fact that this is a stage that is past and gone in
the life of the Soviet Union; they also want to hush up and
distort the fact that in the years since Stalin’s death the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union and the Soviet Government
have been eradicating the consequences of the cult of the indi-
vidual with the greatest consistency and resoluteness, and that
they are successfully carrying out new tasks in the interests of
consolidating peace and building Communism, in the interests of
the broad masses of the people.

In developing their slander campaign, the bourgeois ideolo-
gists are vainly trying once more to vilify the great ideas of
Marxism-Leninism, to undermine the: confidence of the working
people in the first country of Socialism in the world—the
U.S.S.R.—and to sow confusion in the ranks of the international
communist and labour movement.

Past experience tells as that the enemies of the international
unity of the proletariat have on many occasions attempted to use
what they considered to be advantageous moments to undermine
the international unity of the communist and workers’ parties,
to split the international labour movement and weaken the forces
of the socialist camp. But each time, the communist and workers’
parties forestalled the manoeuvres of the enemies of Socialism
and closed their ranks still more, demonstrating their unbreak-
able, political unity, their unflinching loyalty to the ideas of
Marxism-ILeninism.

The fraternal communist and workers’ parties exposed in
good time this manoeuvre of the enemies of Socialism, too, and
are giving it the rebuff it deserves. At the same time it would
be wrong to shut one’s eyes to the fact that some of our friends
abroad have not fully understood the problem of the cult of the
individual and its consequences, and at times make erroneous
interpretations of centain aspects of this cult.

In its criticism of the cult of the individual, the Party
proceeds on the basis of the principles of Marxism-Leninism.
For more than three years our Party has been consistently fight-
ing against the cult of J. V. Stalin, persistently overcoming its
harmful consequences. This question, naturally, took a pro-

-
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minent place in the work of the 20th Congress of the C.P.S.U.
and in its decisions. The Congress noted that the Central Com-
mittee had taken perfectly correct and timely action against the
cult of the individual, the spread of which meant a belittling of
the role of the Party and the masses, led to an underestimation
of the role of collective leadership in the Party and on many
occasions to serious shortcomings in work and gross violations
of socialist law. The Congress instructed the Central Committee
to take consistent measures to ensure the complete overcoming
of tl}e cult of the individual, so alien to Marxism-Leninism, the
eradication of its consequences in all the spheres of Party
state and ideological work, and the strict observance of the rulé;
of Party life and the principles of collective Party leadership
worked out by the great Lenin. : ‘]

; 131 its struggle against the cult of the individual, the Party
is guided by the well-known teachings of Marxism-Leninism
concerning the role of the masses, the Party and the individual
in history, concerning the impermissibility of the cult of a poli-
t_lcal leader, no matter how great his merits. Karl Marx, the
founder of scientiic Communism, emphasising his dislike "‘fof
every cult of the individual”, said that his and Frederick Engels’
initiation into the society of communists “was made subjec? to
the condition that everything contributing to the superstitious
genuflexion before authorities would be erased from the Charter.”

I(I\I)I)’\Tf;/_\_;;%d) F. Engels, Works, Volume 26, Russian edition

In building our Communist Party, V. I. Lenin fought un-
comp‘romlsmgl_v against the anti-Marxist concept of “the hero”
and “the crowd” and resolutely condemned the counterposing of
a single hero to the masses. “The intellect of scores of milﬁnm
of creators”, V. I. Lenin said, “gives something which is im-
measurably higher than the greatest foresight of the geiﬁm"
(Works, Vol. 26, Russian edition, page 431). v

i .{\(l\'an.cmg the question of the fight against the cult of the
individual in relation to J. V. Stalin, the Central Committee of
the C.P.S.L': proceeded from the fact that the cult of the indi-
vidual was in contradiction to the very nature of the socialist
system and was becoming a hindrance to the development of

socialist democracy and the adv i i
! : 3 vance of Soviet society t -
munism. s

On the initiative of 'the Central Committee, the 20th Con-
gress of the Party found it necessary to speak openly and boldly
about the serious consequences of the cult of the individual,

¢

about the grave mistakes which were made during the last
period of Stalin’s life and to call upon the whole Party to make
a common effort to eliminate all that the cult of the individual
had entailed, In doing this, the Central Committee was aware
that a frank acknowledgement of mistakes made would be some-
what disadvantageous and damaging and that our enemies could
turn all this to account. The bold and merciless self-criticism
concerning the cult of the individual was another clear manifes-
tation of the strength and firmness of our Party and the Soviet
socialist system. It can be said with certainty that no ruling
party in any capitalist country could ever take the risk of such
a step. On the contrary, they would try to hush up such
unpleasant facts and conceal them from the people. But the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union, brought up on the revolu-
tionary principles of Marxism-Leninism, told the whole truth,
no matter how bitter it was. The Party took this step solely
on its own initiative, being guided by considerations of principle.
It proceeded on the assumption that if the action against the
cult of Stalin did give rise to certain temporary difficulties, never-
theless, from the point of view of the fundamental interests
and ultimate goals of the working class, it would, in the long
run, yield a tremendous positive result. Thus there are firm
guarantees that never again in our Party or in our country can
anything like the cult of the individual appear, and that the lead-
ership of the Party and the country will in future be carried
out collectively on the basis of a Marxist-Leninist policy, in con-
ditions of broad inner-Party democracy, with the active creative
participation of millions of working people and with the all-
round development of Soviet democracy.

By resolutely opposing the cult of the individual and its
consequences and openly criticising the mistakes engendered by
it, the Party once again manifested its loyalty to the immortal
principles of Marxism-Leninism, its devotion to the interests of
the people, its concern that the best possible conditions be created
for the development of Party and Soviet democracy in the inter-
ests of the successful construction of Communism in our
country.

The Central Committee of the C.P.S.U. notes that in Party
organisations and at general meetings of working people, Party
members and non-Party people took a most active part in the
discussion on the cult of the individual and its consequences,
and that the line of the Central Committee of the C.P.S.U. met
with the complete approval and support of the Party members
and the entire people.
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The facts about the violation of socialist law and other
mistakes connected with the cult of J. V. Stalin, which were
made public by the Party, naturally evoke feelings of bitterness
and profound regret. However, the Soviet people understand
that the condemnation of the cult of the individual was necessary
in the interests of building Communism, in which they are
active participants. The Soviet people see that in recent years
the Party has taken consistent practical steps to eradicate the
consequences of the cult of the individual in all spheres of Party
state, economic, and cultural development. As a result of this
work the Party, whose internal forces are no longer fettered
in any way, has come still closer to the people and is now in a
state of unprecedented creative activity.

II

How could the cult of Stalin, with all its negative conse-
quences, originate and spread under the Soviet socialist system?
_ In analysing this question, one has to bear in mind the
objective, concrete historical conditions in which socialist con-
struction took place in the U.S.S.R. and, also, certain subjective
factors connected with Stalin’s personal qualities.

The October Socialist Revolution has gone down in history
as a classic example of the revolutionary transformation of capi-
talist society carried out under the leadership of the working
class. The Communist parties of other countries and all progres-
sive and democratic forces learn from the heroic struggle of the
Bolshevik Party, of the first socialist state in the world—the
U.S.S.R.—how to solve fundamental social questions of the pres-
ent-day development of society. Throughout the almost 40 years
of the building of socialist society by the working people of our
country great experience has been accumulated, which is studied
and creatively applied by the working people of other socialist
countries in accordance with their concrete conditions.

_ This was the first experience in history of building a socialist
society, which was formed in the process of seeking solutions
of trying out in practice many concepts previously known to
socialists only in general outline, in theory. For more than a
quarter of a century the Soviet Union was the only country
paving mankind’s way forward to Socialism. It was like a helea-
guered fortress encircled by capitalism.
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After the failure of the intervention by 14 states in 1918-
1920, the enemies of the Soviet country in the West and in
the East continued to prepare new ‘“crusades” against the
U.S.S.R. They smuggled into the U.S.S.R. great numbers of
spies and saboteurs, trying by all possible means to undermine
the first socialist state in the world. The threat of a fresh
imperialist act of aggression against the U.S.S.R. grew partic-
ularly with the rise to power of fascism in Germany in 1933,
which proclaimed as its goal the destruction of Communism, the
destruction of the Soviet Union—the first working people’s state
in the world. Everybody remembers the establishment of the
so-called “anti-Comintern pact,” and the “Berlin-Rome-Tokyo
axis.” which were actively supported by all forces of international
reaction. With the growing threat of a new war and the West-
ern Powers’ rejection of measures repeatedly put forward by
the Soviet Union for curbing fascism and organizing collective
security, the Soviet country was forced to exert all its efforts
to strengthen its defence capacity and to combat the schemes
of the hostile capitalist countries encircling it. The Party had
to educate the people in a spirit of constant vigilance and pre-
paredness in the face of enemies outside the country.

The schemes of international reaction were all the more
dangerous since a bitter class struggle had been waged within
the country over a long period. The question of “Who will
win?” was being decided. With Lenin’s death, the supporters of
hostile trends within the Party became more active. They were
the Trotskyists, right-wing opportunists, and bourgeois national-
ists, who advocated the abandonment of Lenin’s theory of the
possibility of the victory of Socialism in one country, which in
fact would have led to the restoration of capitalism in the
U.S.S.R. The Party launched a ruthless struggle against these
enemies of Leninism.

Following Lenin's behests, the Communist Party took the
course of, carrying through the socialist industrialization of the
country, the collectivization of agriculture and the cultural revo-
lution. In fulfilling these immense tasks of building a socialist
society within one country on its own, the Soviet people and the
Communist Party had to overcome enormous difficulties and
obstacles. In a very brief period of history, without any external
economic assistance, our country had to throw off its centuries-
old backwardness and put its whole national economy on to a
new socialist footing.

This difficult international and internal situation required
iron discipline, a tireless heightening of vigilance, and the strict-
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est cgﬁralizatinn of leadership, which could not but have a
negative effect upon the development of some forms of demo-
cracy. In the course of bitter struggle against the whole world
of imperialism our country had to make certain restrictions on
democracy, which were justified by the logics of our people’s
struggle for Socialism in conditions of capitalist encirclement
I)Iowever, even then these restrictions were regarded by tlu;
Party and the people as temporary ones, which would have to
be eliminated as the Soviet state grew stronger and the forces of
democracy and Socialism developed throughout the world. The
people knqwx_ngl_v made these temporary sacrifices, watching the
.Sl;\\-',let socialist system making more and more progress 11;- b)}

: All these difficulties along the road of socialist construction
\é(e)re overcome by the Soviet people under the leadership of the
Communist P‘ar‘ty and its Central Committee which consistently
followed Lenin’s general line. ;

‘The victory of Socialism in our country, in conditions of
hostile encirclement and under constant threat of attack from
without, was a historic achievement of the Soviet people, one
of world significance. During the first five-year ]§la11€’ the
economically backward country made a giant léal) forward in
its economic and cultural development as a result of tremendous
aml. her_o:c efforts made by the people and the Party. On thé
basis of the progress made in socialist construction, the living
standards of the working people were raised and unempl()vmenht
was done away with for ever. The country experienced a f
rﬂeac.hmg cultural revolution. In a brief space of tim; tq}:-
Soviet people developed numerous cadres of technicians an:i3
engineers who were up to the level of world technical develop-
ment and gained for Soviet science and technology one of tPII)
first places in the world. The great Party of Co?;ﬁmunists W 2
:)l}e tl}:lsplL!:er and organizer of these victories. From the éx;imp(}e
ot tChe “SOEkR thfii working people of the whole world saw
own hands, coetrlsd 3;C£:gf531f]1:§ ’btl\?]:imgn 'ta:i(en I[)OWCIT 'l'ﬂIO o
state without the capitalists and ]andloa g i e
ltr:é; the ]mterest; of the broad mass of trliles’pzlr));zssfx\q%”t?l?:l[:}E;:rgld;;

mendous an inspiring role in increasin i ‘
communist and workers’ parties in all cougtlt';::; 1onfﬂltjlf:f1 c\?voortidthe

muni‘:\ts IG):::;ra] Secreta;ry of the Central Committee of the Com-
y over a long period, J. V. Stalin, t i
other leaders, worked z_ictivelv to carry out [ﬁnih‘sogzﬁgilt-s WII;I;.
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was devoted to Marxism-Leninism and as a theoretician and a
great organizer headed the struggle of the Party against the
Trotskyists, right-wing opportunists, and bourgeois nationalists,
against the intrigues of the capitalist powers encircling the Sov-
iet Union. In this political and ideological struggle Stalin won
great prestige and popularity. However, all our great victories
began to be erroneously associated with his name. The victories
achieved by the Communist Party and the Soviet Union and
the eulogies addressed to Stalin turned his head. It was in this
situation that the cult of Stalin gradually took shape.

The cevelopment of the cult of the individual was to a great
extent facilitated by certain individual qualities of J. V. Stalin,
the negative nature of which had been pointed out by el
Lenin. Towards the close of 1922, Lenin addressed a’ letter to

the Party Congress saying:—

“After becoming General Secretary, Comrade Stalin accu-
mulated in his hands immeasurable power, and I am not certain
whether he will dways be able to use this power with the required
care.” In a further letter, written at the beginning of January
1923, V. 1. Lenin again returned to certain of Stalin’s personal
qualities which were intolerable in a leader. “Stalin is too rude”,
Lenin wrote, “and this defect, which can be freely tolerated in
our midst and in contacts among us Comanunists, becomes @
defect which cannot be tolerated in one holding the position of
General Secretary. Because of this 1 propose that the comrades
consider means of transferring Stalin from this position and of
selecting another wman for it, a man who would differ from
Stalin in only ome quality, namely, greater tolerance, greater
loyalty, greater kindness and a more considerate attitude to the
comrades, a less capricious temper, ete’

At the 13th Congress of the Party held shortly after V. L
Lenin’s Ceath, his letters were brought to the notice of the dele-
gations. As a result of the discussion on these documents, it
was found expedient to retain Stalin in the post of General
Secretary, with the hope, however, that he would heed the criti-
cal remarks of V. I. Lenin and would draw all the necessary

conclusions.

Remaining in the position of General Secretary of the Cen-
tral Committee, Stalin in the first period after the death of
Viadimir Ilyich Lenin heeded his critical remarks. However,
later on Stalin immeasurably overestimated his own merits and
came to believe he was infallible. He began to make certain
limitations in inner-Party and Soviet democracy, which had been
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unavoidable during the bitter struggle against the class enemy
and its agents and subsequently during the war against the Ger-
man fascist invaders, the rule of inner-Party and state life,
grossly violating Lenin’s principles of leadership. The plenary
meetings of the Central Committee and the Party Congresses
were held irregularly and then for many years were not con-
vened at all. Stalin, in fact, was above criticism.

Great harm to the cause of socialist construction and to
the development of democracy within the Party and the state
was inflicted by an erroneous formula of Stalin’s which alleged
that as the Soviet Union advanced to Socialism, the class struggle
would grow sharper and sharper. This formula, correct only
for certain stages of the transition period when the question at
issue was “Who will win?”, when a stubborn class struggle was
being waged for building the foundations of Socialism, was
brought to the fore in 1937, at a time when Socialism had
triumphed in our country, when the exploiting classes and their
economic basis had been eliminated. In practice, this erroneous
theoretical formula served as a justification for gross violation
of socialist law and mass acts of repression.

It was in these conditions that a special position was created
for the organs of state security, in particular, which enjoyed
great confidence because of their undoubted services to the peo-
ple and the country in defending the achievements of the revolu-
tion. For a long time the organs of state security justified that
confidence, and their special position aroused no danger. Things
changed when instead of these organs being controlled by the
Party and the Government, personal control by Stalin was grad-
ually substituted, while his personal decisions often replaced the
usual administration of justice. The situation became still
graver when the criminal gang of Beria, the agent of interna-
tional imperialism, appeared at the head of the organs of state
security. There were gross violations of Soviet law and mass
acts of repression. As a result of the enemy intrigues, many
honest Communists and non-Party Soviet people were slandered
and suffered innocently.

The 20th Congress of the Party and the entire policy of
the Central Committee since Stalin’s death clearly prove that
there was in being a Leninist core of leaders within the Central
Committee, who had a correct understanding of the pressing
requirements in the spheres of home and foreign policy. It can-
not be said that there was no opposition to the negative pheno-
mena associated with the cult of the individual which hindered
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the advance of Soicalism. Moreover, there were certain periods,
as for example during the war, when the unilateral acts of
Stalin were sharply restricted, when the negative consequences
of lawlessness, of arbitrary rule, etc., were materially weakened.

It is known that it was during the war that members of
the Central Committee and also outstanding Soviet military com-
manders took into their hands certain spheres of activity in the
rear and at the front, took independent decisions, and by their
organizational, political, economic and military work jointly with
local Party and Soviet organizations ensured victory for the
Soviet people in the war. After the victory, the negative con-
sequences of the cult of the individual began to make ‘hemselves
felt again with great force.

Immediately after the death of Stalin, the Leninist core of
the Central Committee took the line of decisive struggle against
the cult of the individual and its grave consequences. A ques-
tion may arise: why was it that these same people did not openly
come out against Stalin and remove him from leadership? In
the existing conditions this was impossible. There is no doubt
that the facts show Stalin to have been guilty of many lawless
acts, particularly in the final period of his life. At the same
time it should not be forgotten that the Soviet peoples knew
Stalin as a man who always came out in defence of the U.S.S.R.
against enemy intrigues and fought for the cause of Socialism.
At times in this struggle he employed unworthy methods and
violated Lenin’s principles and rules of Party life. Herein lay
Stalin’s tragedy. However, the total effect of all this was to
handicap the struggle against the lawless acts which were then
being perpetrated, since the successes of socialist construction,
of the consolidation of the U.S.S.R. were in the existing con-
ditions of the cult of the individual ascribed to Stalin.

Any opposition to Stalin in those conditions would not
have been understood by the people, and the question here is by
no means one of lack of personal courage. It is clear that any-
one coming out against Stalin in this situation would not have
had the support of the people. Moreover, in the circumstances,
any such action would have been regarded as an act against the
cause of socialist construction, as something extremely danger-
ous in conditions of capitalist encirclement, undermining the unity
of the Party and the entire state. Moreover, the successes

‘acomplished by the working people of the Soviet Union under

the leadership of their Communist Party had instilled legitimate
pride into the heart of every Soviet man and created an atmos-
phere in which individual mistakes and shortcomings seemed less
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