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In the eqlmo of Gold

When I first went to call on Sri Harihar Nivasji, I knew that
I was to meet a scholar who had been an enthusiastic collector of
manuscripts, a writer on the language of Madhya Desh, and an
Editor of Gwaliori texts. I was also aware that he was writing on
the Tomars, both of Delhi and of Gwalior.

Not only did I find all this, but it was indeed an added pleasure
to discover, like the thrill Keats describes in his sonnet on ‘Chap-
man’s Homer, I had met another who had travelled in the realms of
gold, one who for the last thirty years had laboured on the Tomars,
discovered and rescued and edited precious texts on this attractive
dynasty, not only in 15th century Hindi, but in Sanskrit, Apa-
bhramsh and Persian, and had almost completed a life time’s work
by massive two volumes on all the Tomars, their history, their
inscriptions, their monuments, their art, their literary works, their
devotion to music, and the extensive culture of their Court and
household. These two volumes, forming a true regional history of
the type first pioneered by Dr. Raghuvir Singh for Malwa, at the
same time open a new Chapter in the cultural and communal history
of medieval India, and fill a gap in the general histories of India,
which was glaring, and very much needed to be filled. Gwalior is
now given its rightful place on the historical map of India.

Dvivediji’s history supplies not only a new Chapter in our
history, but sweeps away many a misconception j in particular it
restores the XIIth century Tomars of Delhi to their true position in
the defence of India against Muslim invaders, and sheds new light
on such vexed questions as the original builders of the monuments
of Delhi. I trust that before long he will put forward in extenso his
views on the original form and method of construction of the Qutub
Minar, and Quwwat-al-Islam monuments in particular. His liberal

. views on the vexed questions of communal politics in the XVth
century will, I believe, go far to restore a sense of balance to the
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pre-Mughal period of history. Iu this he has indezd churned up a
whole ocean of earlier partisan writings, and in the process swal-
lowed the poison, and produced what I, for one, feel to be a true
amrit, the first coherent account of how the major communities of .
medieval India, Hindu, Muslim and Jain, were able to 4 large extent |
to reach a mutual accommodation and live together with a sur-
prisingly large degree of toleration and even harmony. Raja Man
Singh’s blue tiles are for us a true symbol of the blue throat of Lord
Shiva; the nectar that followed will be found “in Dvivediji’ s
volumes, ﬁrst on the Tomars of Delhi and now reaching comple-
tion in this volume on the Tomars of. Gwalior and their branches.

The elaborate reticulation of the Gwaliori J hilmili finds its literary
co“unterpart in these volumes ; massive sculptures alternate with

dazzhng screens and delicate,. graceful plants and. ammals Jhis
1n0181ve style, clear cut exposition and .sharp wit and, at times,
Earbed shafts hurled at the pretences. of others, inter larded with the
aIankars of a rich Hindi 'style ;.all-have been: integrated into a first

rate work of ploneermg scholarshxp

Scindia School
_'-Gwalior S
April 8,-1976. .
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